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McPherson Unified School
District 418

Gordon Mokn
Superintendent of Schoots

Apeil 23,2018
Dear McPherson Parents and Commanty.

The New York Times published an article on Sunday menticning the folout of Summit Learning in out
schools. We want 10 address misleading claims made in the aricle, ensuring you undarstand o
perspective and have answers 10 any quesions you may have.

Here a8 30ma bawics adoul Sumil Loamng

+ There are more than 380 schools acroas the country - in 38 states, in rural, wban, and suburban
diatrcts - where 72,000+ su0ants are theiving. and leachers and Parents support the program

+ Sument Leaming does not replace the work of teachers with fechnology. The Summit Leaming
Platiorm is designed by aducators #s 3 100! 10 SppOrt graat taaching and leaming - just as books
have done for years, Teachers are st 1eaching.

« Summit Leaming doss not call for shudents 1o be working on  screen af day. Students using
Summit spend significant leme with hands-on projct-based leaming. mentorship, and ofer non-
tech learning activides.

« The Summit Learming Progra was developed by teachers, for teachers. i pactnesship with
nationalty-acciamed lsaming scientists, researchers, and academics. The program was
successul wih students at Summit Public Schools — a charter school network that frst opened

in 2003 — before & was ever offered 10 other public Schodls.

* Proleckng shudent percns nksmation b 8 iop oty for Suren. b addiion © il
franspacent shudent privacy practios, Summit has Gone sbove whal & currertly requi
federai law by voluntarly s:gning on 1o the Future ot Pr wacy Forum's Student Prvacy l’mnp

In our own schooks, wa've 30n foal progress since implemeniing this spproach. As students become
more comtortabie with the changas. we see greatar studen! engagement and increased inleracton
00 the toacher and stusord regarding he learning process

I vital (hat we don't alow the media o misrepresent what's going on n our community. McPherson i

qualty of ife thioughout Kansas. W appreciale your support as we partnar in supporting chideen and
tamises in our communty.

Thank you,

Gorgon Moha
Superintendent

514 North Main, McPhorvon, KS 67460 Svdon mon o “ 02415400

PPy T T —— p—

(WHERFEW I “migdE “, RIE: USD 418)
I, $LTCAARS 2k o il 8 R — TR K B A THEHEPE 7 AL
HIRiE R “Frim” BB E

Wellington Superintendent Responds to Inaccurate Now York Times Article

Wellington. Kan. — On Sunday, the New York Times published an article about school
redesign in several Kansas districts, inchuding Wellington Public Schools USD 353. The
anicle P ted the imple at of Summit Leaming at Kennedy Elementary
School and Wellington High School, which faunched their redesign insiatives at the
beginning of the school year. The following is @ statement from Dr. Mark Whitener
Superintendent of Schaois

Staterment from Dr. Mark of
A article in the New ch. Times prosonted a one-sidod portrayal of our school
r E

A rece

=) at Ken " y School and ington High School, which
are participeting i the «‘.unw.a Leaming Program, By interviewing only & handful of
famities out of more than S00 and not visiting a classroom or speaking 10 our educators
who are leading this work--the article devalues the amazing work of our teachers and
paints an inaccurate picture of our school commaniy

In addition. the article contained several inaccuracies:

* We have nover roceived complaints abou! students with adverse side effects due
to Summit Leaming. Furthermore, the article describes negative health
impacts on a 12-year-oid in our district, yet there isn't a single 12-year-
old In our district in the Summit Learning Program. Wellington Middie
School is not participating in the redesign project.

* The sentirnent that parents do not support this change is unirve a survey of
our stakeholders, 80 percent had positive comnents about Summit Learing -
@ fact that was shared with the reporter by the High School P ipal but she

negiected to include in her story
« Contrary to the claim made in the artk
schools bec 0 of the redesign prog

have nol loft destrict

a dozon fami

Unfortuna! wowed by the re
I sop when | visit Summit L Ting clBssroos
achers and parents. | 500 leachors who are excied about & new curmiceium thet helps
students develop critical thinking sk wgh projoct-based leaming, | seo students

who can explain not just what they are leamning, but why they are learning it. And | have

Innovative, Future-Focused, Real World

Box 648 :
221 South Washing I EARNIN‘ : 620-326-4300
Welli ) (Fax) 620-326-4304

(L a2 R KE+H, KIE: Chan Zuckerberg Initiative)
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